Deep Dixie Pleasure Horse Club Rules and Regulations

MEMBER OF THE Georgia Federation of Saddle Clubs
(Updated Effective 2011-2012 – Note- DDA Judged and Timed Shows are split)

Section I – General Rules

1. All shows sanctioned by the Association shall be OPEN shows. OPEN meaning all such shows will be advertised as open to the general public. Any horse and rider may enter and ride as long as they pay the required entry fees and ride according to the Rules and Regulations set forth by the Association.

Membership for the current year must be paid before points count. Membership runs from October through September. Types of memberships offered:  
$20 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP*  
$70 NON-WORKING FAMILY MEMBERSHIP** 
$10 INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP*

$60 NON-WORKING INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP**
 **In an effort to cut down on the work frustrations we are now offering a non-working membership for an additional $50. You will not be required to work at the Deep Dixie shows – you will still be required to pick up after yourselves and your trailer area. Please note this does not extend to the state show – every member going to state will be required to work a time slot at the state show.

*Working members are required to help at each show they attend, please plan your schedule accordingly. Areas needing to be covered at all times at all shows are Announcer, Ring Steward, Gate Keeper, Entry both assistance – a lot of help needed prior to show start through the halter classes. Time must be worked per membership. 
2. “Points of Merit” shall be kept by the Association Secretary (or separate Points keeper) on all qualified Association members who ride. These points shall be recorded as translated from the registration sheets required from each sanctioned show. In the event that a non-Association rider places above an Association rider, the non-Association rider shall be entitled to the respective award for the earned place. However, the non-Association rider will not affect the placement of points for the Association rider, with Association riders being moved up in sequence and shall receive credit accordingly.

The number of points shall be credited to an Association rider as follows:
  
  1st Place 6 points
  
  2nd Place 5 points
  
  3rd Place 4 points
  
  4th Place 3 points
  
  5th Place 2 points
 
  6th Place 1 point
EXCEPTION: If there are less than six (6) riders in a class, points for this class shall be awarded according to the number of riders in the class. Example: Three riders in a class – 1st place = 3 points, 2nd place = 2 points, 3rd place = 1 point.
The Association Secretary / Points Keeper shall keep a list of members, including ages as of January 1 of the current show year by the conclusion of the first points show. A duplicate copy of the list should be provided for the back-up points-keeper.
Year End Awards

Year end awards will be given to the top six exhibitors in each of the state classes. Only 1 award per exhibitor will be given if they are in the top six in more than one class.

         Additional Awards given:
· Highpoint Halter Exhibitor – all halter points for each exhibitor will be tabulated (youth halter  

             excluded)
· Highpoint Pony Exhibitor – all pony points (halter, western and english) will be tabulated

· Highpoint Western Exhibitor for Each Age Category – points for Western Pleasure, Western    

Horsemanship, Reining will be tabulated

· Highpoint English Exhibitor for Each Age Category – points for English Pleasure & English   Equitation will be tabulated
· Highpoint Racking Exhibitor for Each Age Category – points for all gaited classes will be 
tabulated

· All Around Exhibitor & Reserve All Around Exhibitor for Each Age Category – all points in   state qualifying classes will be tabulated, youth halter points as well as halter points will be included in the 13-19 and 12 & Under award
· All Around Horse and Rider for Each Age Category – all points in state qualifying classes for each horse and rider combination will be tabulated 
· Queen/King – top pointed exhibitor in the 13-19 Western Horsemanship, will represent Deep Dixie at the Federation show

· Princess/Prince - top pointed exhibitor in the 12 & Under Western Horsemanship, will represent Deep Dixie at the  Federation show
3. All sanctioned shows shall be conducted in accordance with Association Rules and Regulations. 
4. All sanctioned shows shall require the use of a class sheet approved by the Association, the original of which shall be furnished to the points keeper at the immediate conclusion of each show. A copy of these class sheets should be provided for the back up points keeper.

5. The President, or his/her designee, shall be responsible for instructing the judge as to how our rules state a class should be judged. Current AQHA rules shall be guidelines for Judged Events where there are not specifications in either the Georgia Federation Rules or the Deep Dixie Pleasure Club Rules. Reining classes shall be run in accordance with current AQHA rules. Pattern shall be selected by the judge and used for both age groups.
6. No admission to the club grounds shall be charged by any club at an Association sanctioned show.

7. No alcoholic beverages shall be allowed within fifty (50) feet of the arena fence during an Association sanctioned show. It shall be the responsibility of the officers and board to enforce this rule.

8. Unsportsman like conduct or rowdiness of any kind will not be tolerated at any Association function and will be dealt with in the following manner:
   Non-Members: May be asked to leave the premises and forfeit any and all applicable entry fees.
  Members: May be asked to leave the premises and forfeit any and all applicable fees. May also forfeit any accumulated points pending a formal hearing before the Board of Directors.
Additional sanctions may be imposed by the Rules Committee.

9. All entry fees must be paid at registration. Payback may be picked up at the conclusion of each class or at the end of the show.

10. All awards at Association sanctioned shows shall be governed by the Association Rules Committee from year to year.

11. Any Association rider shall have the right to request an audit of the recorded points at the end of each show year. If so requested, the Association President shall arrange for the points to be fully audited by a Certified Public Accountant, provided the rider pays the cost of the audit and so inform the Association President in writing.

12. Point standings will be posted at every Association sanctioned show after the first show of the season.

13. No individual may represent the Association in any capacity without the expressed consent of the Association President or Board of Directors.

14. The Association President or his / her designee shall be present at Association functions.

15. All Association shows will be held on Saturday. No Judged and Timed Event shows may be scheduled at the same arena on the same day.

16. The Association will reimburse Association Officers for expenses incurred with the approval of the Board of Directors.
Section II - Rider’s Rules

1. All riders, members and non-members alike, shall ride and compete at sanctioned shows under the full jurisdiction of the Association rules and regulations in effect on that date. A copy of these rules and regulations will be available at the sign up booth.

2. Any decision involving rules, and not covered specifically by an adopted Association rule, shall be left to the judgment of the Rules Committee, headed by the President and Vice-President. All Rules Committee meetings shall be closed meetings.

3. “Points of Merit” shall be kept on all Association riders’ at all sanctioned shows for the purpose of presenting Association year-end awards and for qualifying riders for State Show competition.
At all shows, all competing members, or their designated representative, who have not paid the non-working member fee shall be required to work either in the sign up area, as announcer, ring steward or gate keeper at some point during the show. Failure to work at shows or have paid the appropriate fee may disqualify a rider from receiving year end awards or competing at State Show. 
4. Three horses will constitute a class. In the event of less than three horses in a class, points for Association year-end awards and for qualifying riders for State Show will be awarded in accordance with Section I, Rule 4. 
5. Points shall be kept on the rider only. A rider may show the same or different horses in events and accumulate points. 
Exception – ONLY for the purpose of the horse and rider all around award points will also be  kept at the horse and rider combination level.

6. A rider may register and enter the arena only once in his/her respective age group or class in each different event.
A horse may be ridden only once in an event in any one age group. Only members of the same household, as clarified by the federation rules, may ride the same horse in the same event.

7. All members who ride Ponies (50” and under) shall have a set of points compiled with the Points Keeper under the category of “Ponies”. The Ponies class shall be restricted to children 12 and under.
Ponies must measure 50” or less at the withers..

8. Any contestant who breaks a piece of gear while in the arena during a class will be allowed to finish the class or not at the discretion of the Judge. 

9. A rider must be ready to show when his /her name or class is called. 
10. No illegal drugs, as outlined by AQHA rules, will be permitted to be used on any animal at an Association sanctioned show. If an Association member suspects that a horse has been drugged, he/she may put up a $50.00 bond and challenge the accused to a test. A veterinarian will be summoned and the horse tested. If the results are positive, the owner will be responsible for the vet bill. He/She will be banned from the Association and his/her name will be sent to the Federation. Should the accused refuse to pay the vet bill, the Association will pay the bill and the $50.00 bond will be refunded to the accuser. If the results of the test are negative, the accuser will forfeit the bond to pay the vet bill.

11. In the event of a tie for one of the 6 state qualifying spots or any year end awards the tie will be broken in the following manner: 1) The exhibitor who has attended the most shows, 2) In the event they have attended the same number of shows the exhibitor with the most first place placings (in the class in question or the classes that make up the award),  If neither have won a first place it will be the most of the highest placing finish.  3) In the event that is still a tie, it will be the exhibitor who has beaten the most horses for each first place.

12. Exhibitors who qualify for the State Show must turn in paperwork and payment by the deadline given. The Association Points keeper/ President has the authority to place the next rider in line to compete at the State Show if a qualified rider fails to register or make other arrangements by the deadline given.

13. Any rider belonging to the Deep Dixie Association who shows for another association at the State Show will not be eligible for year-end awards with Deep Dixie.

14. All contestants will be placed in age groups according to their age as of January 1 of the current show year.

15. Any rider in the Association who qualifies for State Show and does not go will forfeit year-end awards. However, if a rider is unable to participate in State Show and has a legitimate excuse, approved by the Board of Directors, he/she may be excused from State Show participation and still receive year-end awards

16. Any rider who qualifies for State Show in a particular event and does not show in that event at State Show will forfeit all points in that class toward year-end awards unless waived by the Board of Directors.

17. Dress Code: Judged Events: As provided by AQHA & The Racking Horse Breeders Association Rules. Exception: for all gaited classes at Deep Dixie shows any type of saddle is acceptable, attire must match saddle type – this is for Deep Dixie shows ONLY, at the State Show proper saddle and attire per the Racking Horse Breeders Association of America must be worn. (Additional Exceptions may be made at the discretion of the judge)

18. In the event of postponement of an Association show, the makeup show will be held on the first available “rain date”. At least two (2) rain-dates will be set at the same time at the regular show dates are set. In the event that the original arena scheduled  will not be available for a makeup show, the show may be moved to another arena. However, the decision to move to another arena will be left up to the officers and board.
The decision to postpone a show because of adverse conditions shall be left entirely to the discretion of the officers and board. 
19.  It shall be the responsibility of the president or their designee to be sure that the arena is in the best possible condition on the day of an Association sanctioned show. 
20. All animals at Association sanctioned shows must be properly restrained at all times. Dogs must be on a leash and horses must be tied or held by a lead line. No animals should be allowed to roam free.

21. No rider or exhibitor under the age of 18 will be allowed to ride or show a Stallion at any Deep Dixie show.

 

Rules updated November  17, 2011 (jhimes)

